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XUAN THUY : I spoke at this morning's meeting. I would now like to 
hear what you have come to say. 


MR. KISSINGER : I spoke last this morning. Minister Xuan Thuy 
said it was essential that we arrive at the heart of the problem. I 
believe that you. Minister Xuan Thuy or Mr. Le Due Tho, should say 
what this means. 


XUAN THUY : I said this morning that you had said nothing new in 
comparison with the last time. You had said in asking for this meeting 
that you had something further to say. Please tell us what you mean 
by that. 


MR d KISSINGER : I said this morning, as in the communication through 
General Walters, that we are willing to talk outside the existing frame- 
work. I said this morning that two things are needed: instead of 
arguing about the 8 and 10 points, we should establish a list of agreed 

objectives, and a work program. We are prepared to negotiate as 
part of this program the complete withdrawal of U.S. troops after a 


settlement is reached. 
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XU AN THU Y: I would like to ask a few questions. What did you mean 
by the phrase "logical political process" in South Vietnam in your 
statement last August? This morning there was another point n 
clear to me. What did you mean by your statement that we want 
political superiority and you military superiority? 

MR. KISSINGER: As the Delegate General has pointed out, I may have 
read so many'tfyour words that I am beginning to speak m paradoxical 
terms myself, but the question the Minister has put is an important 
one. I want to talk to you seriously about it. 

I know it is part of the Vietnamese mentality -- easily explained 
by history and recent events --to believe that all foreigners, 
especially those at war, have a desire to be treacherous to the ^Viet- 
namese people. I will not therefore try to impress you with what I 
say, because as Vietnamese and as Marxists you are not too impressed 

by anything but objective factors. 

But I try to understand why it is that the two sides have reached 
a complete impasse in the negotiations. For selfish reasons, I try to 
understand your position as well as I can. 

What I tried to say this morning was that from our point of 
view the objective consequence of your proposals is to give 
dominance to the NLF, after which we must rely on your 8° od 
and self-restraint. You do not say this is your intention, but it is 
the practical consequence of your position. At the same tune. I can 
understand from your point of view, it may.seem that what we are 
trying to do is get military predominance, and put you at our mercy. 

XU AN THUY : That is now clear. 

MR. KISSINGER: Since neither side wants to put itself at the mercy 
of the other, w^have a problem. This is the problem I have come 
here to help start solving. Please excuse the long answer. 

L.E DUC THO- You said that we should list the objectives we want 
to reach. " What are your objectives? What is your work program? 

* ’ ' r 

MR. KISSINGER: We have two problems : 

The first is to agree that this is a good approach. 

The second is to give content to this approach. 
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Let me answer your second question first. 

With respect to a work program -- and we of course are willing 
to listen to your counterproposals because this is a delicate problem -- 
as I told Minister Xuan Thuy when we met in August and can repeat 
more specifically now, the President has said that to show his interest 
he is prepared to let me act in a principal, if informal, capacity, on 
matters of fundamental importance and to meet with someone from 
your side at regular intervals to resolve these questions. 

It may be necessary from time to time to substitute someone 
for me who has our confidence, when my visibility does not allow me 

to come. 

If we agree on what it is we want to accomplish and how, we 
could agree also on what tasks to give to the delegations at Avenue 
Xleber. 

In other words, the delegations would handle the details of what 
we agree on in principle. And, as I pointed out this morning, we 
would see to it that our representation would be of a background to 
handle this new approach. 

As for the first question, I think we should take the two problems 
which Minister Xuan Thuy and I mentioned, and liberate them from the 
liturgical quality which they have had at Avenue Kleber. 

We should agree on an approximate timetable: on which to 
accomplish our work. 

T.E DUC THO : You mean two problems, military and political? 

MR. KISSINGER: Yes. 

LE DUC THO : You said you are willing to listen to our counter -proposal. 
But we cannot give one since your proposal is not yet concrete. 

MR. KTSSINGER: What would Mr. Le Due Tho consider a concrete 
proposal? 

LE DUC THO : If a discussion is to be held, there should be a program. 
What program do you have in mind? The definition of your program is 
not clear yet. 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE/EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 





Authority 


DECLASSIFIED 









4 



TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


MR. KISSINGER: I shall speak with the frankness I hope I have shown 
before. I do so with some somberness because this is an important 
meeting. If it fails completely, we will be in an impasse and it would 
be difficult to see how to get out of it except by a continued testing 
of each other. As you know, I belong to those who since 1965 have 
tried to find a negotiated end to the war in Vietnam. I belong to those 
who believed that an end- of the bombing would lead to productive nego- 
tiations, I have attempted to understand and study you very carefully. 

* * . 

It seems to us that there is a certain pattern in your method 

of negotiation. This method is that you are attempting to make us pay 
again and again for the beginning of negotiations* You bank every 
prpposal we make, and in return you offer only your presence at 
negotiations. We believe that the biggest problem we face now is 
whether, you are in fact willing to negotiate as we understand negotiation. 

It is, of course, difficult for men who have shown your heroism 
and dedication to envisage an end to the war which doesn't guarantee 
all of your immediate objectives. It is not easy for us either, because 
We too have had over a period of time to adjust some of our thinking. 


Therefore I do not think I should put before you a very concrete 
list of proposals -- except to say that in a real negotiation, the 
President has said many times you will find our side flexible and 
generous. If we tried to fool you, you would discover it very quickly. 


The President has charged me with this responsibility of talking 
to you gentlemen because, we thought this private vehicle would allow 
both sides to speak more frankly, and would make it easier to change 
positions already taken in the established framework. 

Our basic approach is to deal with you on a basis of reciprocity 
and respect. On this basis, we believe we both might try to move 
the negotiations forward. 


We could, for example, agree today on a time to meet again, 
and put as the first item on the agenda the withdrawal-of forces, as I 
stated in my statement -- not just of our forces, but of all non-South 
Vietnamese forces. 

We understand that the arrangements for the withdrawal of 
your forces could be put in a special category. We would not insist 
that they be placed on the same legal basis as ours. 
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_LE DUC THO ; I have met you for the first time today. I have read 
the minutes of your previous meeting in August. I have attentively 
listened to your statement this morning. Minister Xuan Thuy has 
answered you on all the points you have raised. Now I would like 
to add some views of mine. 

V 

I would like to speak about your views of a settlement of the 
Vietnam problem, and about our views on a settlement, and about 
the issues. But I would like to speak first about your assessment of the 
situation on the battlefield in South Vietnam, of . which' you spoke this 
morning. Only when we have a correct assessment of the balance of 
forces, can we have a correct solution. 



MR. KISSINGER: I agree. 

* 

I«E DUC THO : I believe that your assessment is not correct and not 
in conformity with reality. But it is your right to assess in accordance 
with your subjective assessment. 

I believe that over the past 15 years your assessment of the 
balance of forces was incorrect. I would like to recall the facts. From 

that, I think you can have a more correct assessment, and we may have 
a correct solution. 


After the restoration of peace in 1954, our cadres and troops 
were regrouped to the North. The French left Indochina. You built a 
puppet administration in South Vietnam, and equipped it. 

There were a number'of massacres against the people, of even 
greater barbarity than under the French. 


You thought that with such repressive measures the people of 
South Vietnam would not stand up against these forces, but they did. 

They staged simultaneous uprisings and seized power in many localities. 
That was the first time you were mistaken in your assessment. 

Afterward, you further strengthened the administration of South 
Vietnam and then came .the strategic hamlets. But the people in South 
Vietnam destroyed the strategic hamlets and defeated the special war. 
That is the second time you made a mistaken assessment. 

Then you massively sent troops to South Vietnam, to a total of 
nearly 600, 000 if you count your allies. You used a quantity of shells 
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and bombs greater than in any war, including toxic chemicals. It 
was thought that no life was possible in such shelling and chemical 
sprays. But the people, the compatriots in South Vietnam, not only 
stood up, they also defeated these attacks. That was the situation 
when General Westmoreland and Ambassador Lodge reported back 
to the U. S. Government that the situation was very good. 

Then came Tet Mau Tanh (1968). It was a big failure for you. 

It was the third time you were mistaken in your assessment. 

• » . * « i 

Now, Dr. Kissinger., once againis mistaken in his assessment. 

^ you continue tornake your assessment in such a way, I am convinced 
you will again meet with failure. Yesterday I read President Nixon's 
message on the world situation and today I have listened to your speech.* 
You said again that since August 1969 the situation has deteriorated 
for our side. This is your assessment in. South Vietnam. In North 
Vietnam, you think we have great difficulties. You think the situation 
in the U.S. is better and better, and that in the international situation, 

the support we get will be less certain. 

1 

My subjective assessment is that it is not as you say. 

You are applying Vietnamization, which you think is bringing 
succes-s. • But actually in South Vietnam, Vietnamization is beginning 
to suffer i-nitial defeats. Even Secretary Laird visited South Vietnam 
and has said that it is having success but may have setbacks. As for 
South Vietnam, many U. S. journalists have corne. Recently Cyrus 
Eaton visited North Vietnam. As for the situation in North Vietnam, 
we must say that the air war did create destruction in North Vietnam. 

But even under such fierce conditions of war, we succeeded in keeping 
the people's life normal. The journalists' assessment of the recent 
Tet will show that life was normal. Living conditions in North Vietnam 
are lower than in the United States. But the war has not quenched the 
spirit of our people. We live in a normal way. 

You opened a new battlefield in Laos, and tried to crush 
the Pathet Lao forces, and coordinated military pressures in Laos 

and Vietnam. But recently, the Pathet Lao have reoccupied the Plain 
of Jars. 


As for the situation in the United States, you understand it 
better than I. Yesterday I read a statement by Humphrey. He said 

* At this point, hlr. Kissinger interjected. You should be careful^ some of 
t he report 's au thors are here. They don't mind what you say about me, but 
they do care what you say about the report. (North Vietnamese smiles. ) 
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the U.S. is faced by two problems, Vietnam and the economy* I 
think they are linked* You said that since August 1969 the situation 
in the U.S. has changed for the better, but actually since then the 
anti-war movement has surged higher than ever. I also want to cite 
the recent Gallup poll, which showed that some months ago 21 per 
cent of the people in the U.S. wanted immediate withdrawal, but now 
35 per cent. 

But a sounding of public opinion is only public opinion. In 
. ; addition > I have seen* many, statements by the' Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, by the Democratic Party, by Mr. Clifford, which have 
demanded the total withdrawal of American forces, the change of 
Thieu-Ky-Khiem, and the appointment of a successor to Ambassador 
Lodge. 

As for the world supporting us, we think we understand that 
better than you. Within one month of it$ founding, over 30 countries 
have recognized the PRO. That is support. 

With the death of President Ho Chi Minh --he was our leader -- 
but due to the resistance struggle of our people, his death became a 
source of inspiration to us. 

You are still following the situation in North Vietnam to see if 
it will create problems for the people. This is an illusion. 

Thus I must tell you that your assessment is not correct, 
according to my subjective assessment. 

• ■ • . 

Naturally, in this war we have had many hardships to go through. 
But we have won the war. You have failed. 

MR. 'KISSINGER; What? 

LE DUG THO : We have won the war. Due to your wrong assessment, 
you have lost the war, the longest and most costly in your history. 

This is not just our own view. Americans also think that. 

Now you think that since August the situation has deteriorated 
for our side. This wrong assessment will lead you to the wrong policies 
also. So I feel you have not realized this objective reality. You still 
believe in making maximum military pressure on the battlefield. 
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We believe that up to now you are not yet willing to have 
serious negotiations to settle the problem. In his November 3 speech, 
resident Nixon said that no matter what may happen in Paris, he 
wiH carry out his private plan -- his Vietnamization plan. In the 
annua message about the world, he said Vietnamization would push 
orward negotiations. Does that mean that he wants through military 
pressure to have a strong position at the negotiating table? 


« 

We think that you have two ’methods to try to end the war: 

(1) Vietnamization; and (2) negotiations from a position of strength. 

H ow do you want to apply Vietnamization? You proceed with a gradual 

withdrawal of U. S. forces down to a level bearable to the American 

people in human lives and cost. You will leave behind enough support 

forces to help the puppet forces to prolong the war. You try to strengthen 

he puppet troops, so they can assume responsibility for the war, and 

eave behind a large number of advisers. This is what people, including 
•Secretary Laird, have said. B 


, Ut We wo f^ er whether and when the puppet troops can do that. 
.J? take an un *iniited time. We don't know when, or whether, it 
will be done. If it does not work, you will have the choice to remain 
in letnam or leave. We are convinced the puppet troops cannot assume 

this responsibility. So you will stay, and the war wiU drag on, and 
you will remain in our country. 



*. 


We are not alon.e in saying that Vietnamization will prolong the 
war. Many Americans also say this and are protesting. Therefore 
many are asking themselves whether Vietnamization can achieve 
success. You still believe that it can, according to your assessment. 
But we are firmly convinced it will meet with failure. 

, Because you were mistaken in your assessment, you met with 

failure in the special war; because you were again mistaken you met 
with greater failure in the local war; now again, because you are mis- 
taken, you will meet with greater failure. Because the policy of 

Vietnamization contains many contradictions in itself. 

/ _ . * 

In the beginning, you applied de-Americanization in the special 

war. Then, failing, you Americanized the war and met with failure. 

So you again de -Americanize. Before, there were over a million U*S 

and puppet troops, and you failed. How can you succeed when you let * 

the puppet troops do the fighting? Now, with only U.S. support, how 
can you win? 
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The trend of the war is, heading for failure for you. So how 
can Vietnamization be a success, when you are already heading for 
failure? 

. 

Public opinion in the U, S. , the press, and many U. S. political 
figures, doubt the success of Vietnamization, In his annual message. 
President Nixon said that he is still testing this policy. Let him test 
it. 

. . . ■ ; • . 

v ; ■ . . * . 1 • • * , . • * v • . 

• . • • • . • • • . .. *.-.•< . 

How can you force 1 us to accept your’ conditions in negotiations 
if Vietnamization is failing? If you continue to persist in the wrong 
assessment, to Vietnamize the war, and to exert maximum military 
pressure, that is your right. But in our view you have been mistaken, 
and you will commit a greater mistake. Our people will not step back 
before military pressure. We have been fighting for tens of years 
with weapons in our hands, 

« 

* 

If you prolong the war, we have to continue to fight. If you 
intensify the war in South Vietnam, if you even resume bombing 
North Vietnam, we are prepared. We are determined to continue the 
fight until we win victory. 

If our generation cannot win, then our sons and nephews will 
continue. We will sacrifice everything, but we will not again have 
slavery. This is our iron will. We have been fighting for 25 years, 
the French and you. You wanted to quench our spirit with bombs and 
shells. But they cannot force us to submit. 

You have threatened us many times. The last time when you 
spoke to Minister Xuan Thuy, you threatened us, President Nixon 
also threatens us. But you have read our history. We fought against 
the French for nine years. W-e - were .empty-handed. Myself, I partici- 
pated in this resistance .war against the French, without knowing 
military things. Yet we won victory. 

; You have been fighting us for many years and you see how we 
have been fighting back for our independence and freedom. 


war. 


v 

Even though you continue, you cannot change the trend of the 


This is not a challenge. I am frank. We are a small people. 
We cannot challenge anybody. We have been under domination for 
many years. 
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Therefore, if you continue with Vietnamization, with the 

co^nufto fiSt iti0n d f Strength ’ ““"ary pressure, we will 

ontanue to fight, and I am convinced we will win victory. 

to sett.^::^ C f 0ntrary ' “ yOU reaIly Want to ha ™ «rious negotiations 

we are nrenar 1621117 Wa " 1 t0 £ ° U ° W “ P What 1 said to Ha 'riman, 

we are prepared to join you. 

i ijc j ■!? V t" e ®° tiat ' ed .- many ^ mes: . ln ‘? 46 > with the French; in 

1954, with the French, and the' participation of the Americans tod," In ' ■ ' ' 

mz, again the Americans. We settled matters in a logical and reasonable 

can be reached “if™, 6 ^ T“* 5 peace and the ° thar war, no settlement 
want war and d ' y ou w' ant war end we peace, we cannot settle. If we 

CM little Pea ° e ’ We Cann0t Settle- Wi * n b ° th **** peace - we 


But I wo'nd^wheft ‘t” 6 £ n 7 ° U £ ° r “ 6 ‘° reach a Peaceful settlement, 

cut I wonder whether really you want peace. You talk a great deal 

morning B President ^ixon talks about peace. You did so this 
ormng. But, as you said, we have distrust. 

around P6aCe ' 3"* 7 ° U make War * The Problem is how to get 

d this. Your, words are sometimes not matched" by peace We 

^X^r SSed pe ° pl€> wh0 have often been fooled by other people. 

*"«'*• but the Y brought in 

wron e In oL yearS ’ th t re8 ^ ei b^ French told us they had been 
You ^id 1 ^* 1954 ’ a ! SOOn as the agreement was signed, it was torn up. 

But it is n ot S & m * 0 we have the impression we were fooled in'1956. 

Lai and th. v“ 1”^ CeSslon; ^ v,ere really fooled. In 1962, the Pathet 

asreemp f Vl8t * amese P e<5 P le ^.gned an agreement. You tore up the 
agreement, and the war went on. . 


In br'i ef , we 
agreements. 


been fooled many times. People do not respect 


» 

French wL™^! *** *° *** » was you and the 

, . , , Therefore, it is my hope, but also a question, whether vou will 
a ,de by what you said this, morning, about good will, and resp Jet for 
agreement. Therefore, I think that to create conditions for settlement. 


TOP 



EYES ONLY 




.• V 





DECLASSIFIED 


qv 



y •!: 

I '! 

ii " 


|r 

(• < 

t 


i’i- 


I, 1 !! 


i f l 

1 1 t 

;r 


it! 


i,!* 

i I ! 

! ! i 
: ‘l : 
■i; f 


!i! I 
'! ! 

! i t 
1 1 • 
'! ; 

: : : j 



VJM. date 




11 



TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE/EXC LUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


we should create some frankness in negotiations. This is in the interest 
of the American people. The American people have no profit in Vietnam. 
After ten years, you have only spent money. You have gained nothing 
back. They are great expenditures. Only slightly less than World War 
II. So it is not in your interest to prolong the war. 


I think that the settlement of the war is in the interest of the 
American people, of the people in .South Vietnam and North Vietnam, 
and in the interest of the relations between the people of the United 
States .and Vietnam. * * •' 


Now the hard question is how to reach a peaceful settlement. 

As you say, it is difficult indeed. Of course, we shall not begin today 
with a discussion of specific problems.. Now, how to pose the questions 
for discussion, how to proceed, and about the timing of the negotiations 
as proposed by you? These are the questions to be settled first. Only 
then can we go into concrete negotiations. This is not the first time 
Minister Xuan Thuy and I have expressed our views. We said this to 
Ambassador Lodge, if you read the record. But you did not go into 
concrete questions. You still Want to prolong the war, and to apply 
maximum military pressure. Please read the record again. 


MR. KISSINGER; I have read it carefully. 


LE DUC THO ; This is our viewpoint on your proposal: 


As you have proposed, we have to agree on the problems to be 
discussed and on the work program. But we have a different approach 
to the "-problems • You think the first item i s to dis cus s troop with- 
drawal. On this very point, we feel that you have not good will and 
are not prepared to settle the matter. 

It is our desire to discuss all the problems. This is our 
conception. Because only by discussing all problems can you come to 
a settlement of all problems, come to agree, come to the signature of 
an agreement, and then to a discussion of the implementation of the 
agreement. 

This is our way of posing the problems^ 

When we pose all the problems, the ten points cover all the 
problems. On this basis, we shall express our views, and you your 
views. Then we come to agreement on how to settle in a logical way. 
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Neither party will coerce the other party to a solution by applying 
pressure. Because we understand that these are now negotiations. 

The second part is how to proceed. 


We understand that in all negotiations (Minister Xuan Thuy 
has been in many) there are public and private sessions. Has 
President Nixon officially appointed you to have private talks with 
Minister Xuan Thuy and me to settle the matter? Or will you come 
f*?** time. to' time .to' discus s matte r s , . just .to hav.e .probing ? • 
And in the public sessions, will there now be a chief negotiator? 


There cannot only be private talks. In the public forum also 
there must be somebody to lead the talks. And beside the negotiations 
between the U. S. and ourselves on important problems, there are 
other negotiations between the four parties. For the time being, the 

.PRG does not agree to have private talks with the Saigon Administration. 
This is a. great obstacle, too* 


The present administration of Thieu-Ky-Khiem is opposed by 
the people and the press of the U. S. , as by the great majority of the 
people of South Vietnam. It is very warlike. 


How can we come to a settlement with this administration? 
We want to have talks with people of good will. We do not refuse to 
talk with the people of the whole U. S. administration in Saigon. 


This is the situation now. For the time being, talks between 
the PRG and the Saigon Administration cannot be held yet. Therefore, 
you and we can have talks to settle all the problems we have just 
mentioned. Then we can both have discussions about all fundamental 
problems. Then agreement, and then there must still be a four -party 
conference too. There must be some competent leaders of delegations. 

As i° r the time limit you have proposed, we cannot set a time 
limit. If you show goodwill and serious intent, a settlement will come 
quickly. If you do not, discussion will be prolonged. 


So in brief, our point of view is very clear. We wish you 
to have a correct assessment of the situation. We ourselves have a 
correct assessment of the situation. If you have an incorrect assess- 
ment, you will propose wrong solutions. Then the war will continue. 
There is no other way. We do riot want the situation to develop this 
way. Xuan Thuy said that before and I reiterate it. 


But if you continue the war, we shall have to continue to fight. 
This is an objective reality. ° 
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About the settlement, there are views we have to express. 
There are two problems between us: peace or war. We should choose 
one. If you choose peace, we are prepared to have it, and we do wish 
to come to a peaceful settlement. 

* 

As you said, after a peaceful settlement, relations between 
our two countries will open a new page of history. We also wish what 
you said at the end of your speech this morning. It is our wish too, 

about relations. .between our two countries. . • • • .. 

■ • ... ' . . • *• 

• * . , .. . . •. ...*>••'• ■.*•••. • 

, • ■ . • . * 

■ . . . • • f . 

* . 

What Minister Xuan Thuy.and I said this morning shows our 
good ‘will. 


MR. KISSINGER: I appreciate the frankness with which you spoke. I 
would suggest a five-minute break, and then -I will have some questions 
so I can be sure I .understand correctly. 


(Ten-minute tea break) 

LE DUC THO : Have you visited South Vietnam? 

MR, KISSINGER: I have been to Vietnam three times. I admire the 
courage and dignity of the Vietnamese people. 

I am not sure whether I should call Mr. Le Due Tho M Special 
Adviser." also? (Smiles all around) 

LE DUC THO : Whatever you like. : 

MR. KISSINGER: I would like to ask a few questions for clarification 
and then make a few observations. 

The point was made that the ten points encompas s the totality 
of the problem. Does this mean that we have to accept the ten points? 

Or can we assume that we can discuss the totality of the problem, with, 
each side free to pursue its own position? 

LE DUC THO : The ten points have been laid down. We shall express 
our views on the ten points. You vail express ;your views on the ten 
points. We shall then discuss the ten points, and come to an agreement. 

MRV KISSINGER: Supposing we wish to discuss our eight points, and 
ask for your views on them, while you have your ten points. Together 
we could discuss the 18 points. (North Vietnamese smiles) 
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LE DUC THO : We feel that our ten points cover all problems. In 
expressing our views on the ten points, you can express any views 
you like. We will discuss and come to an agreement. 

MR. KISSINGER: Let me sum up. You would express your views on 
the ten points; we can express our views on the eight points, and each 
side can discuss the others -- and so to agreement. 

LE D][JC THO : Agreed. _ _ 

.• ’■ *V • • * * 

* * •. f # \ ' w % 4 * t* < * 

MR. KISSINGER: I understood Mr. Le Due Tho to say, in a sentence 
which did not express unqualified approbation of the Saigon administra- 
tion-, that Hanoi is willing to talk to all of the administration in Saigon. 

LE DUC THO : That is not so. I said that the administration of Thieu- 
Ky-Khiem is a great obstacle to negotiations. We have often expressed 
our views on this subject. We will talk with any Saigon administration, 
without Thieu-Ky-Khiem, which stands for peace, which has good will, and 
which shows. ; a serious attitude in. negotiations. We have said many 
times why no Thieu-Ky-Khiem. 


MR. KISSINGER: I am therefore correct in understanding that the 
four power talks can include the government of South Vietnam without 
Thieu, Ky and Khiem? 

US DUG THO: Right. 


XUAN THUY ; But the important thing is that the administration without 
Thieu-Ky-Khiem must support peace and serious negotiations because 
if the Saigon administration without Thieu-Ky-Khiem applies the same 
policy as before, the negotiations cannot succeed. 

LE DUC THO : With such a change of pepple and policies, a favorable 
atmosphere for fruitful negotiations will be created. 

MR. KISSINGER: I would like to ask one more question on this subject, 
and then go on to the next subject. Is this posed as a preference or as 
a condition? 

LE DUC THO : This, is a condition.. We have often expressed our views. 
To lead to fruitful negotiations, in the present situation, public opinion 
in the United States and the overwhelming majority of the people in 
South Vietnam are demanding a change in that. This change will create 
conditions for a quicker settlement. 
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MR, KISSINGER: May I make one general point so that all will 
understand and we need not discuss it again. It concerns public 
opinion in the United States. It is important because we must assess 
the objective situation correctly. 


Mr. Nixon was elected President, and is confident that he will 
be re-elected. And he believes that he understands U.S, public 
opinion better than soirie of the American visitors you see here from 
tipae tp time. . You must let us be the judge. of, U. S. public op ini, on.- , 

Now, let me get back to my questions, and ask a question on 
procedure. 


• : * •. - 



If I understood the discussion, it was that there be some forum 
for going for an overall settlement along the lines discussed, and at 
• ^ome point during these discussions, a four power conference would 
be revitalizedo • ’ '*• . * .* 

PE DUC THQ : This is not so. In* my view, there are two forums. 

% 

There is the public forum, the four -party forum. We think 

you should appoint a competent leader of the delegation to settle the 
matter. 


Another forum are the talks with you or another fully authorized 
to have talks with us. Because there are problems which should be 
settled with you. But if you cannot come, there should be some compe- 
tent person to deal with, so that the negotiations will be continuous. 


XUAN THUY: The last time,'. you told me-Klebex should continue as 
it- was. At the same time, you said another forum was opened con- 
cretely between you and myself. Therefore I raised a number of 
questions. You did not respond until now. 


MR. KISSINGE R : What que stions ? 


X1JAN THUY: I told you this morning, the questions of troop withdrawals 
and of coalition government.. Now we meet again, and J would like to 
recall the views you expressed in August 1969; that we agree to open 
another fprum, between you and me. At the same time, the Kleber 
forum will continue. as in 1969. 

, • * 

That means that there must be a successor to Ambassador Lodge. 

Because if you do not keep the promise made in August 1969, this may 
exert an influence on our talks here. 
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As for the Saigon administration without TMeu-Ky-KMem, 
tHs is another problem. Because you are demanding, and the Saigon 
administration is also demanding, that we and the PRG have private 
talks with the Saigon administration as now constituted. The PRG 
has refused this, and we have supported it. We must do that. 
Therefore, if we are to have private talks, Thieu-Ky-Khiem must 
be got rid of. We have described the reasons. 


• i 


MR.; KISSINGER: Yes,. I understand, Mr... Minister. On the first 
point concerning thfe'agenda; ! see nh:p^bl^ ; VThat^ the point thaf- 
you will talk on the basis of the ten points, and we will talk on the basis 
of anything we choose, including the eight points. This is no problem. 

As to the second point, relating to our talks and the talks at 
Avenue Kleber, Minister Xuan Thuy has understood me with Ms usual 
precision. (North Vietnamese smiles. ) There has to be a competent 
forum at Avenue Kleber for discussions as soon as there is sometMng 
to discuss. This can be arranged. 


(Mr. Kissinger then said that since he was not a diplomat and 
lacked time, he would speak frankly in saying that the tMrd point is 
impossible. Only the first part of tMs was translated into French, 

and none was translated into Vietnamese, as Le Due Tho broke in. ) 

. * 

7 E A Dl [ C THQ : This is y° ur show of good will - to appoint a successor 
to Ambassador Lodge. 

KISSINGER; As I explained to Mr. Special Adviser Tho, we do 
hot believe that we always have to phy -- to show good will - -to gain 
an opening of negotiations. (Le Due Tho laughed appreciatively.) 

TMs is particularly true since we watched the negotiations between 
August and October and notMng new was said, certainly by your side. 
You have the word of the President that negotiations will not fail for 

lack of an appropriate U. S. representative in Paris if there is really 
something to discuss, 

XUAN THUY^ But what I pointed out is that the negotiations in August 
were not the same as now. We should return to August. 

KISSINGER: We want to do better. 

LgjpUC THO: Since you withdrew Ambassadors Lodge and Walsh 
public opiMon says the U.S, is not serious. * 
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MR* KISSINGER: I must remind Mr, Le Due Th.o that we have 
excluded discussion of public opinion, 

L>E DUC THO : We must take it into account/* 


MR, KISSINGER: That is our problem, 

- * i 

XUAN THUY : We have two ears and must listen. 

Mliy-KISSiNOfeR: ' We will take care bf'U'.’s.- fiuh'lic: ' opinion., you take ' 
care of opinion in North Vietnam. 


.LE DUC THO : Okay, but we must make an assessment of U, S. public 
opinion, too. 

* * 

■ MR. KISSINGER: Okay. 

* « 

We have watched the negotiations at Avenue Kleber, and in his 
UN speech the President even recalled a statement by Minister Xuan 
Thuy in a press conference, in order to show our seriousness. Rut 
there was no movement in August, September or October, and we 
therefore had to conclude that there was no progress at Kleber as 
presently constituted. 


• • 

I don't think it is useful to pursue this particular line of 

argument very much longer. We will establish a relationship between 
Avenue Kleber and conversations which are going on elsewhere. And 
we will see to it that the proper possibilities exist if there is a real 
possibility for progress. 

XUAN THUY; It is a fact that there has been no progress made at 
Kleber for the last few months. There is a deadlock. It is not our 
fault. It is your fault because you withdrew the chief of your delegation. 
If you follow the negotiations, that is your right. We also follow them. 
If you continue to follow this line now, we will have a different attitude 
from now. Therefore, I tell you that negotiations at Kleber may have 

an influence on our talks here. 

■ . . * ■ ( 

LE DUC THO: We met Ambassadors Harriman and Lodge many times, 
both at Kleber and in private meetings. Often there was no progress 
made. But it comes later. Progress could have been made. But you 
have withdrawn your delegate suddenly. This was a way of putting 
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pressure on us* Minister Xuan Thuy is right. You are responsible 
for the deadlock. Difficult problems cannot be resolved overnight, 
There must be many meetings, even fruitless meetings, and ultimately 
problems will be solved. But you left the conference. So the fault 
is yours. 


MR. KISSINGER; We did not leave the conference; we left a skilled 
and experienced diplomat there. 


v LE DUO THO :> Mr ... Habib hWs -e pfolcert. with u g -niahy sy .He i sf an 

experienced man. But he is not fully competent to settle the matter. 




MR. KISSINGER: The President sent me, as high-ranking a person 
as he could have sent, to demonstrate our interest in a settlement. 


XUAN THUY; That is another problem. If there had not been the 
deadlock in the Richer negotiations, it would have been easier for 
you and us to talk together. Only when Kleber is what it was in August, 
is there a full reason for me to remain here to talk with you. If 
Kleber is deadlocked, then I cannot stay indefinitely. If I leave for 
Hanoi, I cannot meet you every weekend. 


MR. KISSINGER: The Minister is blackmailing me on the basis of my 
personal affection for him. (North Vietnamese smiles) 

* * * 

XUAN THUY: It is you who blackmailed me first. 

ME. KISSINGER: If we meet every weekend* there will be many in 
Washington who will be angry at me. Now, I believe we can go no 
farther on this subject at this meeting, I have taken careful note of 
what Minister Xuan Thuy s-aid and understand. If there is any sign 
of progress, we will establish a rapid relationship which will enable 
the most elevated people on your side to deal with us. And we will 
think very carefully about what Mr. Le DucTho and Minister Xuan 
Thuy have said on this point. 


If we have fruitful negotiations, it will be in our interest to 
conduct them so that they will proceed as rapidly as possible. 


This, brings me to the most difficult point, having to do with 
the composition of the, government in Saigon. Minister Xuan Thuy 
will remember that I told him in August that it would be impossible for 
us as an American action to change the government in Saigon. We 
recognize that when we discuss . all problems, a.s Mr. Le Due Tho has 
said, the outcome will have to be one which satisfies the existing 
political forces in South Vietnam and will reflect their relationships. 
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LE DUC THO : We'll see when we discuss this matter. We should not 
now enter this discussion. 

MR. KISSINGER: I simply want to make clear that we are not entering 
these discussions with an agreement or understanding that we will 
change the government in Saigon. 


L.E DUC THO: Negotiations are held to settle the South Vietnam 
problem. The parties to speh negotiations, are not. ju.st yen* and. our- _ ... 

s'elve s. .They ; ar e’the PltG. and TheGaigohia'd^nistration. ...Therefore.: , 
the maintenance' of Thieu-Ky-Khiem makes difficult the settlement 
of the problem. Suppose now you really want to settle the problem, 
and- to withdraw your troops. Then Thieu-Ky-Khiem would have to 
agree, and they would not. Therefore the maintenance of Thieu-Ky- 
Khiem shows that you are not ready to settle. 


MR. KISSINGEk: There are two separate problems. . 

Suppose we make an agreement and Saigon opposes it -- that 
is one problem. 

The second problem is if you say in advance that the existence 
of the Saigon government is proof that we don't want a settlement. 

With respect to the first, problem, we do not ask you about your 
making an agreement and the NLF's not agreeing. We assume you 
will use your influence. The same will be true with us. (Le Due Tho 
blinked slowly to show he understood. ) 

Now, Mr. Special Adviser, I have two observations about 
some points you made in your presentation. 

As I had occasion to tell you outside this room, I was very 
impressed by what you said. I would point out only that out assessment 
of the situation might be wrong, but it is sincere. It is a sign of our 
good faith that while we sincerely believe the situation is better, we 
are still wi lli ng to talk on the same basis and in the same framework. 
(Le Due Tho nodded his understanding.) 


I would also like to say. a word about a very important question. 
You, Mr. Special Adviser, asked me how you can know we will observe 

an agreement. For all the .reasons which you explained with such 
eloquence and power, we know that if we d.o not live up to an agreement, 
you will fight with the same tenacity and courage you have displayed 
before. We don't want an armistice; we want a peace which will enable 
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our peoples to develop their relationship. Since the President will 
be in office 1 seven more years, it is in our interest to deal with each 
other honestly. 

, i ■ ■ ■ _ 

Maybe I should speak one brief word about Laos. (North . 
Vietnamese smiles. ) Although my students at Harvard say it is 
impossible for me to say anything briefly. (More relaxed smiles). 

• * 

LE DUC THO : You are a philosopher. 

, ♦ 

. * • 

MR. KISSIN GE R : Mr, Le Due Tho has said that we are trying to 
defeat the Pathet Lao and are increasing the intensity of the war. 

To us, it appears that exactly the opposite is happening, (North 
Vietnamese smiles. ) Most of the Pathet Lao we observe speak 
Vietnamese. (Brief smiles. ) We would like to maintain the 1962 
agreements, and are willing to listen to any proposition which would 

a TTrn n iri a nyr a 
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on Vietnam must be affected by what happens concerning the 1962 
agreement on Laos. 

, 

# 

*• « 

XUAN THUY: I helped to negotiate the Laos agreements in 1962, so 
there is all the more reason for me to understand this question. 


LE DUC THO : The limit of the line of the Pathet Lao in the 1962 
Accords had been penetrated. 

But theft is * enough for Laos for today. You have spoken about 
good will, sincerity, respect for agreements, and about the relations 
of our people after peace. We hope your deeds will match your words. 

. • * 

MR. KISSINGER: May I express the reciprocal sentiment? 

LE DUC THO : If you really show good will, you will be responded by 
good will. As I told you, we are an oppressed people. You violate 
agreements; we do not. 

MR. KISSINGER: We will make every effort to understand your 
problems. We know this is hard between different cultures. You 
must try to understand our problems and our concerns. (Le Due 
Tho nodded his understanding. ) 

Now, Mr. Le Due Tho, how do we proceed from here, in your 
opinion? 
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LE DUG THO: We have raised a number of problems.^ Now we wi ^ 
have an overall discussion of all problems. You are fully authorized 
by President Nixon. We, Minister Xuan Thuy and I, are fully 
authorized by our government to have these discussions. The time 
is up to you. You let us know when we shall meet again. 

MR. KISSIN GER: General Walters will be away for a week, acting as 
interpreter for President Pompidou's visit in the U. S. Should we nx ^ 
•: J- ... a; time -now> .or ;leav« ; t*4?, * o* a. later.;at r an|0men1; ? .... • . ■ ■ i/.g: •y./V.- 

•» ' >’ . f *\ ** * v .* "* *■ . . * V ‘ - * " .-A . . ‘ V 1 

XUAN THUY: It is up to you to decide. If you fix a date, we shall 
arrange a program of work. 

MR. KISSINGER: My absence from Washington is very noticeable. 

We would prefer Sunday to Saturday. 

XUAN THUY : Yes. 

* * 

MR. KISSINGER: If I leave on Sunday, everyone will think I have a 
girl. 

j XUAN THUY: Leave the girl somewhere, and come here for the 

discussions.^ This is a suggestion of good will. 

■i • " 

1 MR, KISSINGER: As always, Minister Xuan Thuy has left out the 

essential element. First I need a girl friend. 

XUAN THUY: Look for one. I am told you have many. 

* • * 

MR. KISS INGER: On Saturday, March 14, I have a dinner from which 
my absence would be very noticeable. Having just said that Sunday 
is best, ; 0 ould I -now propose a Monday? 

i 

' ' LE DUC THO : All right. 

I 

MR. KISSINGER: March 16? 

LE DUC THO : All right. 

MR. KISSINGER: Here? 

LE DUC THO: All right. 9:30a.m.? 
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MR, KISSINGER: 9:30 a.m. would be fine. 

vvy i would like to thank you for your hospitality. I appreciate 
the frankness with which you spoke. ' I hope we can soon look back 
on this meeting as a turning point in the relations between our two 

people. 

XUAN THUY: Before coming here, I thought that you had come with 
• something new in. content. . But .today;. 1 s jQae^ti^g slxdws .that ■y.pu. have , _ 

nothing new'- in c orit ent. A So we ' ar ( e :• not' yet farther than we are- at 
Kleber. But now we have agreed on the forum of meeting again. 

What we have been saying today, you have said you will 
carefully consider. We hope your consideration will lead to future 
results. We hope at the next meeting you will have something new 

and practical in. content. 

MR. KISSINGER: Let me speak frankly. I am extremely busy. ^ 

For me to spend all of my time on one problem is almost impossible. 

I am doing this only because of my own personal, and President Nixon s, 
intense desire to make a just and fair peace. 

We told Minister Xuan Thuy in August, we stated in the communi- 
. cation General Walters brought to you,, and I have repeated today,, t a 
you must not think these discussions are a means for the U.S. to 
make unilateral concessions. We will be generous and open-minded, 
but we hope and expect your side will meet us part of the way. 

XUAN THUY: It seems that there is a difference of views on thin also. 
You think you have made all the concessions and we none. So I think 
we should not use this word" concessions "any longer. Let us say 
that w-e sha.ll meet each other to meet the common goal, peace. 

You have a lot of work to do in Washington. So do Mr.. Le 
Due Tho and I in Hanoi. Paris is not my only job. The question 
of being busy is not a problem. The question is that of peace. T e 
question is respect for. independence, of willingness for peace. 

MR. KISSINGER: Let's not argue now about what we will argue later. 
(After friendly goodbyes, the meeting ended at&pprojdmately 8:00 p.tn. ) 
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